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 The library has biographies on most famous people from U.S. History (Presidents, M.L. King, Harriet Tubman) and can be located in the Biography section 

with call numbers 921 and the first three letters of who the biography is about.  Ex: 921 WAS…George Washington, 921 JOS...Chief Joseph.  This list includes 

biographies of people you may not be so familiar with. 
 

Call # Title Author 

920 CHA Cesar Chavez: A farm worker activist    Burnham Holmes  

The life and historical significance of the Mexican American labor organizer who demanded rights for migrant farm workers.  
 

920 GUR The Ladies of Seneca Falls: The Birth of the Woman's Rights Movement     Miriam Gurko  

Traces the course of the woman's rights movement from its origins in Seneca Falls to the 
 

920 KET Into a New Country: Eight Remarkable Women of the West Liza Ketchum  

Presents the history of the West through eight biographies of women, including Susan Magoffin, Lotta Crabtree, and Biddy Mason. 
  

920 ROB Founding Mothers : the women who raised our nation Cokie Roberts  

Profiles the women whose bravery, convictions, and patriotism impacted the formation of the United States, focusing on the contributions of 

the wives, mothers, sisters, and daughters of the country's founding fathers. 
  

920 SCH We Will be Heard : voices in the struggle for constitutional rights past and present Bud and Ruth Schultz  

Profiles ninety Americans that have been targeted for speaking out against the United States government, and provides excerpts from 

conversations discussing freedom of expression and freedom of association. 
  

920 SMI The Smithsonian Book of the First Ladies: Their Lives, Times and Issues   Edith Mayo, ed  

America's first ladies are forty-three remarkable women whose individual stories and causes reflect the history of all American women.  This 

book draws heavily on original source material. 
 

921 BLA Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux    Black Elk  

Black Elk, a Sioux holy man, shares his own life story and the story of the Oglala Sioux during the tragic decades of the Custer battle, the ghost 

dance, and the Wounded Knee massacre, and relates many aspects of Native American spirituality. 
 

921 BOO Chasing Lincoln's Killer    James Swanson  

Recounts the twelve-day pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth, covering the chase through Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia, with a 

discussion of Abraham Lincoln as a father, husband, and friend that examines the impact of his death on those close to him. 
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921 CAP A Rumor of War   Philip Caputo  

Philip J. Caputo's memories of the sixteen months he served in Vietnam, from 1965-66, and the emotional devastation he suffered from it, 

written a decade after his return home. 
 

921 CRA The Forbidden Schoolhouse: The True and Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and her Students Suzanne Jumain  

Chronicles the life and struggles of Prudence Crandall who, in the 1830s closed her all-white boarding school for girls in Canterbury, Connecticut, 

and began admitting African-American students; and describes the intense opposition from the townspeople. 
  

921 DOU Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass: an American slave   Frederick Douglass  

Abolitionist and former slave Frederick Douglass tells his life story, chronicling his experiences with owners and overseers and discussing how 

slavery affects both slaves and slaveholders.  
 

921 GAL Kaboom: Embracing the Suck in a Savage Little War Matt Gallagher  

Gallagher provides insights into the real experiences of U.S. soldiers in Iraq through descriptions posted in Lt. Matt Gallagher's blog before it was 

shut down in 2008 by the U.S. Army.  
 

921 HOU Farwell to Manzanar Jeanne Houston 

 Jeanne Wakatsuki  Houston’s  experiences of living at the Manzanar internment camp during World War II and how it has influenced her life.  
 

921 HUN In My Place     Charlayne Hunter-Gault  

Autobiography of award-winning journalist Charlayne Hunter-Gault, the first African-American woman to attend the University of Georgia. 

 Went on to be a reporter for television.  Now reports from South Africa  
 

921 KOV Born on the Fourth of July     Ron Kovic  

A veteran of the Vietnam War describes his experiences in the war and his reentry into American society after he was paralyzed. 
 

921 LAM Balm in Giliad: Journey of a Healer     Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot  

Author recounts the extraordinary life of her mother, Dr. Margaret Morgan-Lawrence, one of the first African-American women to graduate 

from both Cornell University and Columbia University's School of Medicine to become a physician. 
 

921 LYN The Majestic Twelve: The True Story of the Most Feared Combat Escort Unit in Baghdad Master Sergeant Jack W. Lynch II  

Recount of author's experiences as part of a convoy security team in Baghdad in 2004, describing the valiant actions and tactical innovations of 

the members of the group, which include individuals from multiple branches of the military. 
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921 MAC In the Company of Men: A Woman at The Citadel Nancy Mace  

Upon entering The Citadel, once only open to men, the author soon found out that she wasn't just fighting the tradition of the corps, but the 

culture and city that surrounded it.   
 

921 MAN The Bureau and the Mole : the unmasking of Robert Philip Hanssen, the most dangerous double agent in FBI history  David A. Vise  

The story of FBI counterintelligence agent Robert Philip Hanssen, a seemingly all-American boy who would become the perfect traitor, 

jeopardizing America's national security for over twenty years by selling top-secret information to the Russians.  
 

921 MCC Faith of my Fathers : A Family Memoir      John McCain  

Congressman John McCain explains how he learned about life and honor from his grandfather and father, both four-star admirals in the U.S. 

Navy.  He was held as a POW for five years during the Vietnam War where he was tortured and kept in solitary confinement. 
  

921 OBA Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance Barack Obama  

Barack Obama tells the story of his life as the son of a black African father and a white American mother, searching for a workable meaning to 

his life as an African-American.  
 

921 OCO Equal Justice: a biography of Sandra Day O'Connor Harold and Geraldine Woods  

A biography of Sandra Day O'Connor, the first woman Supreme Court justice, which includes her childhood, her early legal career, and her life 

since her appointment.  
 

921 SMI Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-Year-Old GI Ryan Smithson  

In a harrowing memoir about combat, friendship, fear, and a soldier's commitment to his country, Smithson brings teen readers inside a world 

that few understand, as he describes his experience as a 19-year-old Army engineer in Iraq.  
 

921 STA Heart for the Fight: A Marine Hero's Journey from the Battlefields of Iraq to Mixed Martial Arts Champion Brian Stann  

Chronicles the author's experiences as a student at the United States Naval Academy where he also played football, his two tours in combat as a 

Marine in Iraq, and as a mixed martial arts champion. 
 

921 TIL Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tilman Jon Krakauer  

Pat Tilman played professional football but after 9/11, he felt the need to enlist.  This book presents a biographical discussion of Pat Tillman, 

covering the true events and actions surrounding the death of the U.S. Army soldier by friendly fire in Afghanistan in 2004, and examines the 

misrepresentation of his story by the Bush administration before the truth was revealed.  
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921 TRU Sojourner Truth: Ain't I a Woman? Patricia McKissack  

Presents a biography of Sojourner Truth, an African-American freed slave, preacher, abolitionist, and activist, and contains information on her 

life as slave in New York, her journey to freedom in 1827, and her efforts for civil rights through her death in 1883. 
  

 921 WAS I Am a SEAL Team Six Warrior: A Memoir of an American Soldier Edward Wasdin   

Wasdin overcame a tough childhood to become an elite U.S. Navy SEAL and Special Forces sniper.  As one of the best snipers on the planet, he 

found himself fighting for his life in the Battle of Mogadishu.  
 

921 X The Autobiography of Malcolm X Alex Haley  

Malcolm X, the Black Muslim leader, firebrand, and anti-integrationist, tells his life story to veteran writer and journalist Alex Haley. 

He was moving away from the teachings of the Black Muslims and was assassinated in 1965 by fellow members of the movement. 
  

921 ZAM Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption Laura Hillenbrand  

A biography of Olympic runner and World War II bombardier, Louis Zamperini, who had been rambunctious in childhood before succeeding in 

track and eventually serving in the military, which led to a trial in which he was forced to find a way to survive in the open ocean after being shot 

down.  


